IRMA Deadline
th
September 10 , 2020

Immediate action is necessary by your Board of Directors to avoid the
Association’s Potential Hurricane Irma Claim from being forever barred.

844.794.7603

WHY IS
TH
SEPTEMBER 10 , 2020
SUCH AN IMPORTANT DATE?
September 10th, 2020, marks the deadline for policyholders to file a new or supplemental claim or
reopen a previous claim with their insurance companies in relation to damages or losses incurred
as a result of Hurricane Irma. This deadline is established by §627.70132, Florida Statutes, which
governs notice of hurricane and windstorm claims. This statutory provision limits the length of time
a policyholder has to file a windstorm claim or hurricane claim, and provides as follows:
§627.70132 Notice of windstorm or hurricane claim. — A claim, supplemental claim, or reopened
claim under an insurance policy that provides property insurance, as defined in s. 624.604, for
loss or damage caused by the peril of windstorm or hurricane is barred unless notice of the claim,
supplemental claim, or reopened claim was given to the insurer in accordance with the terms of the
policy within 3 years after the hurricane first made landfall or the windstorm caused the covered
damage. For purposes of this section, the term “supplemental claim” or “reopened claim” means
any additional claim for recovery from the insurer for losses from the same hurricane or windstorm
which the insurer has previously adjusted pursuant to the initial claim. This section does not affect
any applicable limitation on civil actions provided in s. 95.11 for claims, supplemental claims, or
reopened claims timely filed under this section.
Hurricane Irma made landfall in Florida on September 10, 2017. Applying the statutory provision
above to Hurricane Irma, a notice of new claim, supplemental claim, or reopened claim relating
to Hurricane Irma must be given to the insurance company in accordance with the terms of the
Association’s policy within three (3) years after the date that the hurricane first made landfall or by
September 10th, 2020.
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HOW DOES THE SEPTEMBER 10 , 2020
DEADLINE FOR HURRICANE IRMA CLAIMS
AFFECT MY ASSOCIATION?
TH

If your Association’s Board of Directors does
not take immediate action to fully evaluate its
potential Hurricane Irma Claim so that a claim may
be timely filed, supplemented or reopened prior to
September 10th, 2020, the Association’s potential
claim may be forever barred.
Many Associations do not readily see the
connection between Hurricane Irma Storm
Damage and their present (and potentially future)
economic struggles... but that connection may be
closer than you think.
In the immediate aftermath and years following
Hurricane Irma, many Associations were burdened
to pay out of pocket to repair damages allegedly
not covered by their insurance policies. In turn, this
caused additional expense to the members who
were forced to pay for necessary repairs - making
them less able to bear the burden of the economic
impact of the current public health crisis.
I n m a n y ca s e s , u n co m p e n s ate d o r
undercompensated storm damage resulted in
repair costs that created a financial hole from
which many Associations never fully recovered.

These additional financial burdens on Associations
and their members were not the result of a lack of
effort in seeking fair and adequate compensation
for hurricane damage. Much to the contrary, many
Association Boards of Directors or their agents
submitted insurance claims for Hurricane Irma
Storm Damage, only to be told by their insurers
that their claims did not reach the Association’s
deductible.
Other Associations received some insurance
proceeds, but not nearly enough to cover the costs
of repairs. As a result, many of those Associations
were forced to borrow money, raid reserves, or levy
special assessments against their members for
damages the insurance company determined were
not covered. Even if your Association received
some insurance proceeds, you may still be entitled
to more. However, rest assured, you are not going
to recover more without demanding it!
Finally, if your Association never filed an insurance
claim following Hurricane Irma, you are not alone,
and there is still time to file. Many Association
Boards relied on their own visual evaluation of
damages without seeking the advice or evaluation
of a professional, and ultimately decided not to file
a claim.

Quite simply, a Board of
Directors, or any lay person
for that matter, cannot
accurately assess the scope
and extent of damage that an
Association may have suffered
as a result of a casualty.
That function is best left to
industry experts who conduct
these types of inspections/
evaluations daily, and have
done so for many years in
varying circumstances.

The BAD NEWS is time runs out on September 10th, 2020.
The GOOD NEWS is that there is still time for proper claims evaluation by
qualified industry experts.
The BEST NEWS is that we can help! If you act today, your Association’s
claim evaluation can be performed ahead of the deadline at absolutely No
Cost and No Obligation to your Association.
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WHAT ARE THE
POSSIBLE OUTCOMES
OF THE INSPECTION AND
EVALUATION?
An Association’s Board of Directors has a fiduciary
obligation to investigate and determine if a Hurricane
Irma Damage Claim exists, and whether an action
to pursue the insurer is in the best interests of the
Association and its membership. Allowing our team
to visit your property and conduct our FREE inspection
will satisfy your Board’s obligation to the membership
to determine if a claim exists.
Our Complimentary, No Cost, No Obligation Inspection
and Evaluation of your Association’s potential Hurricane
Irma Damage Claim will determine:

If our FREE investigation reveals that you are
entitled to reopen or supplement your claim, we
will offer to pursue those monies for you on a full
contingent fee basis.
While accepting our invitation and allowing our team
to inspect your property and analyze your policies of
insurance to determine if a claim exists has no cost
or risk, it has an incredible potential benefit for your
Association and its membership.

1. Whether your property has any damage.
• If we find damage, we will analyze whether filing a
claim is appropriate under your circumstances.
• If we find no damage, then we will keep a copy of
our evaluation as evidence of the current condition
of the property to help prove future covered losses.
2. If you previously suffered storm damages and
made a claim to your insurer, we will also evaluate
how your insurer adjusted your claim, and whether
you are entitled to reopen or supplement your claim
because your insurer either did not pay you enough or
wrongfully denied your claim.

TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE as any claim not filed, supplemented, or
reopened with your insurer prior to September 10th, 2020, may be
forever barred pursuant to Florida Law.
This means that there is no time to waste! There is limited time
remaining to schedule and conduct our inspection, review your
policies, and provide your Board with our findings.

4

5

IRMADEADLINE.com

Toll Free 844.794.7603

Many Associations are not aware of and have not taken the measures
necessary to determine whether they even have a claim.

As the September 10th, 2020, Notice Requirement Deadline nears for Hurricane Irma
Damage Claims, it has never been more important to take immediate action as a
Board of Directors to protect your Association’s legal rights. Upon your acceptance
of this invitation and request to investigate, we will schedule our team of insurance
professionals to conduct a visual inspection of the property and review your insurance
policy at our sole cost and expense. The visual inspection may include technology that
will provide information regarding the damages (including, but not limited to, drones,
thermal imaging, and moisture testing), and it will not cause any physical damage
to the property or be destructive in any way. Thereafter, a short form report will be
created as to our findings regarding damage and the application of that damage to the
provisions of the Association’s insurance policy.

invite you to take advantage
of our offer to facilitate and
provide a FREE inspection,
analysis, evaluation, or
re-evaluation of your
Association’s potential
Hurricane Irma Damage Claim.

A meeting with the Board of Directors and Management (via video-conference or conference
call only at this time) will then be scheduled to discuss our findings as well as our legal
recommendations. Accepting our invitation creates no obligation to hire our Law Firms.
However, should our investigation and evaluation indicate that a viable claim exists, we
would, of course, welcome the opportunity to discuss our potential retention. In the event
that we are retained, the representation would be on a full contingent fee basis.
Your Board will want to work with our Law Firms because we are no strangers to taking cases
to trial when necessary and have a proven track record of success in resolving/litigating
large Community Association Hurricane/Casualty claims.
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Once your inspection is scheduled,
we will work with you to gather the following documents:

How to RSVP
To reserve your No-Cost,
No-Obligation property inspection
contact us today!

Governing Documents (Declaration, Articles, Bylaws, any and
all Amendments) These are usually available online as a public
record. If so, we can retrieve them that way for your convenience.

All insurance policies in effect on September 10, 2017 (Hurricane
Irma Landfall Date) - If not available, we can work with your
insurance agent or insurer to obtain your copy.

WWW.IRMADEADLINE.COM OR TOLL FREE 844.794.7603
Any and all communications with the insurance company
regarding a Hurricane Irma claim, (if any) - If these documents
are not readily available, we can start our analysis and work with
you to gather these documents as well.

As we anticipate a large response to this “CALL TO ACTION” by Community
Associations throughout the state, we have no alternative other than to
offer this invitation on a First Come, First Serve basis.
SO, PLEASE DO NOT DELAY!

PLEASE RSVP TO OUR SPECIAL INVITATION
CLAIM YOUR ASSOCIATION’S NO COST, NO OBLIGATION PROPERTY INSPECTION TODAY!

If it is determined that a viable claim exists, and your Association would like to work
with us to pursue your claim, legal representation will be offered on a full contingent
fee basis. Your Association would not be obligated to pay our Law Firms ANY LEGAL
FEES OR COSTS, unless and until we successfully recover a monetary settlement or
judgment that results in a monetary payment to the Association.

- DON’T MISS OUT -
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SETTLEMENTS & AWARDS

ABOUT THE FIRM
Katzman Chandler is a full service Florida Law Firm
devoted to all aspects of Community Association
representation. Currently, our Firm represents the
interests of hundreds of Community Associations
throughout Florida. We understand the importance
of being large enough to serve your Community’s
needs, yet small enough to offer an unparalleled
personal touch to every Community that becomes
a part of our family of clients.
It is important to us that we get to know your
Community, its Board of Directors and its
management agents. In our extensive experience
in this area of the Law, we have found time and
again that our ability to render the most prudent
advice and craft solutions that best fit the
individual and unique needs of our Community
Association clients, is significantly aided by the
relationship that we form and our understanding
of each client’s particular circumstances.
Our sophisticated teams of Lawyers, ParaProfessionals and Staff strive to understand each of
our client’s particular challenges and work closely
with your Community to ensure you consistently
receive the highest level of service available. As our
clients can attest, we pride ourselves on delivering
the best possible results, in a timely manner and
with your budgetary constraints in mind.
At Katzman Chandler, we want to become a part of
your Community, take the time to understand how
you wish to operate your Association and make a
concerted effort to ensure your Community’s short
term and long term well-being.
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Our Law Firm provides exceptional service and
value to our Community Association clients by:
• Choosing not to represent Developers, Financial Institutions,
Insurance Companies, or other entities whose interests often
conflict with those of our Community Association clients.
• Understanding that every Community Association is unique,
and that crafting the most effective and cost-efficient
solutions to issues or achieving goal is dependent upon
the depth of our knowledge of each of our Community
Association clients.
• Communicating - often, effectively and in a clear, concise and
easily understandable manner.
• Providing innovative “out of the box” solutions and strategies
to address individual Community needs and goals.
• Offering our clients “Free” telephone consultations with our
Name Partners on any new matter.
• Offering customized collection strategies to best serve
individual Community needs and goals.
• Providing 24/7 on line access to our state-of-the-art
Delinquent Account Collection Status Reporting system.
• Offering the option to receive copies of correspondence from
our Firm electronically or by mail.
• Providing “FREE” Delinquent Account Collection services to
our Community Association clients through our innovative
"No Cost / No Fee Guarantee" Delinquent Account Collection
Option.
• Offering our exclusive, proprietary “Fast Track” Violation
Process to assist Associations in pursuing their most common
violations - without the risk of incurring “pre-litigation”
attorneys’ fees.
• Providing more “Free” state-certified Board Member and
Community Association Manager educational classes than
any other organization in Florida.

Katzman Law Firms Settlements and Awards Include:
AMOUNT

PROJECT

LOCATION

$22,781,102.19
Hamptons at Metrowest
Orlando, FL
			

DESCRIPTION
743 residential and 30 commercial
Condominium units in 59 buildings

$12,035,449.00

Buckley Towers

Miami, FL

564 condominium units

$6,500,000.00

Harbor House (Bal Harbour)
Condominium Association, Inc.

Bal Harbour, FL

457 condominium units

$4,310,357.18

Habitat II

Lauderhill, FL

312 condominium units

$4,200,000.00

Skyline on Brickell
Condominium Association, Inc.

Miami, FL

360 condominium units

$3,850,000.00
International Village
Lauderhill, FL
			

11 3-story buildings
- 824 Residential Units

$3,835,000.00
Central Park on Lee Vista
Orlando, FL
			

30 2-story buildings 296
Residential condominium units

$3,500,000.00
Verabella Falls
Miami, FL
			

13 insured buildings 7 residential - 5 story total 449 units

$2,819,968.74
Holiday Springs
Margate, FL
			

17 3-story buildings 612 residential condominium units

$2,707,947.00
Bordeaux
Ocoee, FL
			

11 2&3 story buildings 199 residential units

$2,460,000.00

Exeter

Tamarac, FL

16 buildings 4-6 units each

$2,415,000.00
Missionwood at Miramar Condo
Miramar, FL
			

64 buildings 240
Condominium units

$2,407,317.80

Vantage View

Fort Lauderdale, FL

23 floors 174 units

$2,200,000.00

Polynesian Gardens

Plantation, FL

5 buildings 475 units

$1,893,603.11

Cresthaven

West Palm Beach, FL

29 buildings 148 units

$1,760,000.00

Chatham Place

Orlando, FL

143 residential units

$1,500,000.00

El-Ad Residences at
Miramar Condominiums

Miramar, FL

17 buildings -348 condominium units

$1,400,000.00

Havana Lofts Condominium
Association, Inc.

Miami, FL

1 4-story, 90 condominium units

$1,370,000.00

Reeves House Owners Association

Orlando, FL

1 - 8 story 40 unit condominium

$1,250,000.00

El Ad Villaggio

Miramar, FL

11 buildings 160 units

$1,200,000.00

Vantage View

Fort Lauderdale, FL

23 floors 174 units

$1,150,000.00

El-Ad Residences at
Miramar Condominiums

Miramar, FL

17 buildings - 348 condominium units

Verified NON-CONFIDENTIAL Settlements and Awards for Property Damage / Construction Defect claims.

IRMADEADLINE.com
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ABOUT THE FIRM

CURRENT & PENDING SETTLEMENTS & AWARDS
Farrell, Patel, Jomarron & Lopez Current & Pending Settlements & Awards Include:
NET CLAIM AMOUNT

PROJECT

LOCATION

DESCRIPTION

A NATIONAL LEGAL FORCE

$37,334,977.68

Highrise Condominium

Aventura, FL

Hurricane Irma (pending)

$31,610,958.10

Capital Building

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Hurricane Maria (pending)

After our firm’s success during the BP Oil Spill
litigating our clients’ claims and obtaining one
of the largest class action awards ever recorded,
we launched FPJL’s Property Insurance Claims
Department. Putting our reputation and success
to work, we recruited some of the most talented
and experience attorneys in their respective fields.

$23,820,245.79

Highrise Condominium

Sunny Isles, FL

Hurricane Irma (pending)

$13,844,843.83

Low Rise Condominium

Miami, FL

Hurricane Irma (appraisal award)

$8,735,311.26

Highrise Condominium

Miami Beach, FL

Hurricane Irma (pending)

$4,587,251.96

Townhome Community

Miami, FL

Hurricane Irma (pending)

$2,893,466.47

Highrise Condominium

Sunny Isles, FL

Pipe Burst (settled)

$2,230,622.52

Low Rise Condominium

Miami, FL

Hurricane Irma (pending)

$1,524,660.00

Townhome Community

Aventura, FL

Hurricane Irma (pending)

$1,200,000.00

Low Rise Condominium

Miami, FL

Hurricane Irma (settled)

$1,091,271.11

Lowrise Condominium

Hollywood, FL

Hurricane Irma (settled)

$849,646.66

Hotel

Sarasota, FL

Business Interruption (settled)

$810,650.11

Hotel

Sarasota, FL

Business Interruption (settled)

$642,842.99

Hotel

Tampa, FL

Business Interruption (settled)

$612,500.00

Low Rise Condominium

Hialeah, FL

Hurricane Irma (settled)

$543,540.84

Hotel

Longboat Key, FL

Business Interruption (settled)

$518,304.00

Private Estate

Miami, FL

Hurricane Irma (settled)

$310,000.00

Low Rise Condominium

Tamarac, FL

Hurricane Irma (settled)

$234,231.58

Highrise Condominium

Sunny Isles, FL

Pipe Burst (settled)

$164,406.78

Multi Family Rental Property

Miami, FL

Hurricane Irma (settled)

With clients throughout Florida, Texas, North
Carolina, and Puerto Rico, our team of trial
lawyers have amassed a diverse and granular
understanding of complex property litigation
matters. When disaster strikes, a clear
understanding of this complicated claims process
means a reduced likelihood of missteps that can
cost an insured a fortune.
The primary focus of our Property Insurance
Claims Department is to secure full and fair
compensation for the insured on their claims.
Our trial lawyers analyze and determine coverage
for insurance claims relating to residential
properties, commercial properties, condominium
associations, living expenses, relocation expenses,
loss of rental income, business interruption, and
other available, custom coverages found in your
policy.
We represent insureds in adjusting their claims
and then litigating those claims if the insurer
wrongfully denies or underpays the claim.
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Our team offers a unique understanding of
property claims and a keen ability to apply the
often-overlooked coverage benefits available to the
insured. In our experience, many property claims
filed by the insured exclude valuable benefits
merely because the insured is unfamiliar with the
nuances of the claims process and fails to seek legal
representation.
In addition to providing legal services, we work
closely with public adjusters and construction
experts who evaluate the claim and provide
consulting services. These professionals are
invaluable in the claims process and work for the
insured by evaluating and addressing damages
sustained by the policyholder as a result of a covered
cause of loss.
The insurance companies retain trained
professionals and lawyers to evaluate, adjust, and
determine coverage for your loss—you should
too. Farrell, Patel, Jomarron & Lopez not only has
the expertise, staff, and bandwidth to handle your
claim, but the financial resources and national
network of experts to fight for your rights against the
insurance companies to recover the compensation
you deserve.
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Katzman Chandler
and
Farrell Patel Jomarron & Lopez
wish to thank our many
participating Adjusters,
Engineers and Contractors
for volunteering their
valuable time and resources
to Community Associations
throughout the State of
Florida in responding to this
"Call to Action."
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